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WHY AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
NETWORK?

& small schools in Finland, where hundreds of them have been
closed or consolidated during the last decade due to demographic
changes as well as politicald e ¢ 1 s (Karlimesg{israniund 2009).

ASince the introduction in 1986 of a more decentralised system of
financing and managing compulsory education in Norway, we have
withessed a dramatic wave of school closures in rural ar e a:
(Solstad 2008).

A On s$inge 1978 has the Advisory Centre for Education in England
and Welsh compiled accurate data on rural primary school closures,
and between then and 1984, there have been 508 such schools
closedi(Bell, Sigsworth 1987).

/School consolidation has been the bane of rural communities for at
least the past 50 years in the United States. (é ) By 2000, the
number of school districts had dwindled to fewer than 15.000f (Lyson
2002).

Demographic projections and educational provision: Burcin, Ku | er
G2 d@0®7) i elementary schools in Prague 3; T e s 8 r K2007)Si
theory and methodology of projecting numbers of pupils; Hu | &k d |
T es 8r R@08) § preschool education



AIM

x dealing with the elementary school
network:

1) to introduce a geography of education
and its subject of research

2) to demostrate main processes and
their wider context within elementary
school network In developed countries
(on the example Czechia) during the
last 50 years
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school network in an areal unit, its character,
development and connection to other
characteristics of region

CHANGES IN DISTRIBUTION
OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
IN CZECHIA DURING
THE 2"d HALF OF 20" CENTURY



METHODOLOGY

X development of space distribution of
elementary schools Iin 19611 2004
evaluated transversally by historical
comparison of the character of the
elementary schools network In 4 time
horizons: 1961, 1976, 1990 and 2004

X numbers of the schools in each year were
reconstructed according to statistical
data sources on the level of municipalities



X

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

In Czechia 9 years compulsory school
attendance = elementary schools

full 9-years school (1stto 9t form)
3 short one (15t to 5 or lower form)

most of them: free of charge, municipal
authority as a founder

instead of 6" to 9 form in elementary school
there Is possibility of a kind of lower high
school (especially in cities)



Elementary school network in 1961, Czechia
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Based on: Statistical lexicon of municipalities of Czechoslovakia 1965
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Elementary school network in 1976, Czechia

Based on: Municipalities in numbers 1990




Elementary school network in 1990, Czechia
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Based on: Municipalities in numbers 1990




Elementary school network in 2004, Czechia
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Based on: www.czso.cz/lexikon/mos







