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Ádemography ɀreproduction of population: act of 
death is natural part of research
ïin others sciences death is delicate and tabooed subject 

in present (20., 21. century)

Ágeography ɀstudies death not as an event, but the 
process:
ïwhat predates (before event)

ïwhat comes after (after event)

Ádifferences in space and time ɀreflects culture of 
various levels

Åhistorical development 

Ådifferentiation among entities of national, regional and local levels
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Áprocess of dying 
Åthanatology, sociology, medicine, anthropology

Åquestions: dying where? With whom and how?

Åinfluence of medical care, legislative, religion, lifestyle

Áburial process
Ågeography, archeology, anthropology

Åquestions: burial where and how (inhumation or 
cremation)? Funeral ceremony, traditions?

Åinfluence of technical progress, tradition, lifestyle and 
religion

Á for some cultures ɀmore important process of dying (Hare 
Krishna), for the others burial (Hinduism)
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Ácharacter by human belief ɀidea of after-life

Á in history ɀexperience with death intimate
(dying man and family were sacrificed with dying) 

Ádeath is hidden, displaced 
(hospital vs. dying at home with the family)

Ásomeone can die without seeing someone 
dying

Áon the other hand our society is fascinated 
with violent death (TV, movies, newspapers)
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Ádifferences based on religion and socio-
political development (communism, Sudetenland) 

65 %

25 %
0 %

Which effects we can observe?

Á cremation rate  

Á religious burial level
Á burial without ceremony level
Á level of urns, that had been 

left in crematorium
Á attendance at burial ceremony
Á interest of residuary
Á burial traditions
ȣȢȢ

Religiosity rate
2001, municipalities
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Traditional religious rural region:

low rate of cremation

high rate of religious ceremony

high attendance at ceremony

high role of traditions

high rate of natives
traditional funeral

ceremony

active vicar
high role of religion 
among non believers 

no church in village
higher rate 

of civil funeral ceremony 

communist representative 
of municipality

tradition of  cremation 
and civil funeral ceremony

community solidarity
high attendance 

at funeral ceremony
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Border urban region:

high rate of cremation

low rate of religious ceremony

low attendance at ceremony

low role of traditions

funeral without ceremony

urns left in crematorium

military area ɀnew families 
of soldiers

no traditions

big city: low level 
of community solidarity

low attendance at funeral ceremony

industrial companies
funerals 

without ceremony

suburbanization
no traditions,

low attendance 
at funeral ceremony
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Ámaterialized sign of burial process 

Á and also of social development and values
Á segregation ɀgravesof outcasts behind the cemetery 

wall ɀÓÕÉÃÉÄÅÓȟ ×ÉÔÃÈÅÓȟ ÅÔÈÎÉÃÓȣ

Á religiosity (religious architecture, spatial arrangement)

Á elite ɀgraves of important characters in region or 
community (vicar, teacher ɀnow artists?)  

Á architecture, aesthetics ɀunification (communism)  

Á location documents settlement development 
(displacement of border) and town spread (built -up 
area around cemetery)
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Áburial behaviour has delicate character and is connected 
with basic human needsɀreflects our culture

Ásubject - tabu in science: there is a gap in knowledge which 
geography can help fill in
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Czechia, Bohumilice
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Ukraine, Zakarpattia


