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ƷKazakhstan is a multiethnic, multinational 
country. There are more than 130 ethnic 
groups. Most of them are 

ƷKazakh (53%) 

ƷRussian (30%) 

ƷUkrainian (3.7%) 

ƷUzbek (2.5%) 



ƷThe dominant form of partnership in 
Kazakhstan is marriage.

ƷDespite of expectation, the share of 
extramarital births has recently decreased

in Kazakhstan. 

ƷHowever, among some traditional ethnicities 
is surprisingly growing up. 



Data and measurements

ƷData: Agency of Statistics of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan.

ƷStudy period: from 1999 to 2008.

ƷAge: from 16 to 49 and over.

ƷSelected ethnic groups: Kazakhs (titular), 
Russians, Ukrainians, Uzbeks and others.

ƷIndicator: proportion of extramarital birth.



ÇTraditional ethnicity:

ƷUzbeks (TFR = 3.5 in 2006)

ÇNon-traditional ethnicity:

ƷRussians (TFR = 1.25 in 2006);

ƷUkrainians (TFR = 1.53 in 2006);

ƷKazakhs (TFR = 2.12 in 2006);

(deep regional differences: Southern, Northern 
Kazakhstan)



ƷNon-traditional ethnicities show higher 
proportion of extramarital births compared
with traditional ethnicities.

ƷHowever, traditional ethnicities experience
faster increasing proportion of extramarital 
births during the s tudy period, while non-
traditional populations show slowly 
decreasing trend of extramarital birth.



Proportion of Extramarital Births by Ethnicity in Kazakhstan
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ƷYounger women deliver more frequently
extramarital births compared with their
older counterparts. 

ƷRussian ethnic group was in the top of this 
proportion.

ƷAge group 35+ shows fluctuations in every 
ethnicity because of small numbers.












